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Acta Crystallographica Section C was pleased to be able to publish its first virtual special

issue at the beginning of December, 2011. The issue focussed on polymorphism (http://

journals.iucr.org/special_issues/2011/polymorphism/), was highlighted on the IUCr

homepage and has received favourable comment. We are therefore encouraged to

proceed with plans for the next special issue to be published towards the end of 2012. The

issue will focus on absolute structure.

The unambiguous determination of absolute structure, particularly where the absolute

configuration of an enantiomerically pure chiral molecule is needed, is important not

only for synthetic and natural product chemists, who wish to fully characterize their

products, but can be a critical step for the pharmaceutical industry, where opposite

enantiomers of a drug can have quite different biological properties. One of the

remaining difficulties since the introduction of the ‘Flack parameter’ (Flack, 1983) has

been a reliable absolute structure determination for materials containing only light atoms

(e.g. C, H, N, O) when no other chemical or physical knowledge about the chirality of a

substance is available. However, there have been recent advances in methods for eval-

uating the contribution of resonant scattering to reflection intensities (the Friedel

differences), while the advent of dual radiation CCD diffractometers means that more

laboratories once again have routine access to Cu K� radiation, thereby allowing more

successful absolute structure determinations to be carried out for light-atom structures.

Therefore, the results of crystal structure determinations which demonstrate new

successes and remaining limitations in the field of absolute structure determination are of

particular interest.

The next virtual special issue will include papers in which an absolute structure

determination (successful or unsuccessful) is reported. Papers that have been accepted

for publication between January, 2011 and September 30, 2012 will be included. Authors

interested in contributing new papers for this virtual issue only need to submit their

papers to Section C in the usual way in the coming months. These will be published

shortly after they are accepted, as normal, and then collated into the virtual issue towards

the end of the year. Authors do not need to make any special request to have their paper

included.

It is pleasing to see more papers containing an extensive discussion of the presented

structures along with detailed comparisons with related structures or a discussion of the

properties of the material derived from other analyses [for example, Pérez et al. (2012),

Bekö et al. (2012) and Pourayoubi et al. (2011)]. Authors are encouraged to submit papers

of this kind.

We were saddened to learn of the sudden death of one of our Co-editors, Andrés

Goeta, in July 2011. Andrés was not only an excellent Co-editor, but was a highly valued

member of the crystallographic community at the University of Durham, UK, and in the

UK in general. He came to Durham from Argentina as a post-doctoral fellow in 1995 and

then, from 1998, was the X-ray Service Manager for the chemistry department. He was

one of the lecturers, and more recently the organizer, of the biannual BCA/CCG Intensive

Teaching School in X-ray Structure Analysis. He was also a member of the British Crys-

tallographic Association Council. A most appropriate obituary written by Professor Judith

Howard can be viewed at http://www.dur.ac.uk/crystallography.group/Andres_Goeta.html.

Andrés will be sadly missed by everyone.

Several Section C Co-editors retired at the IUCr Congress last August and it is my

pleasure to record here my sincere appreciation of their sustained outstanding efforts and

their support of the journal. Some of them have been active Co-editors for a long period,

with the longest serving having been involved for about 17 years. The retirees are Jean-
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Claude Daran, Graeme Gainsford, Christopher Glidewell,

Peter Jones, Phil Squattrito, Helen Stoeckli-Evans (now a

Section Editor for Acta Crystallographica Section E) and Karl

Törnroos. Warm thanks also go out to all current Section C Co-

editors (listed on the inside front cover) and the Chester

Editorial Office staff for their dedicated support and contri-

butions to the ongoing daily operations of the journal.
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Bekö, S. L., Thoms, S. D., Schmidt, M. U. & Bolte, M. (2012). Acta
Cryst. C68, o28–o32.

Flack, H. D. (1983). Acta Cryst. A39, 876–881.
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